EBER and MESSE! 
r THE SEVERAL. 


"BAPTIST. CHURCAES, 


. W MEETING AT 


Feovil, Horfington, Crockerton, Croſco mb, Froome, 
-  Downton, Sarum, Bratton, Trowbridge, Grittletan and 
© "Maimſbury, Melkſham, Paulton; Broadmead, Pithay, 


Bradford; having received letters alſo from Ply- 
/ _ _ mouth, Kin wy e, Ford, Exon. Cullumpton, Pre/- 
cott, Stoke- omer, e and K:ng-/tanly; being 
met in Econ at Bradford, the 2 50 and 7th of 


ſend Chriſtian Salutation, 
Der Bazrnzen, FE 


uſual cuſtom to preſent you with an a« eſs, ſuitable to 
- the e ay which have been laid before us in your let- 
"0 ſo this year likewiſe, Galuting you affeflionately as brethren 


. the Goſpel, which we have the honor to publiſh in the name of 
aur Lord and yours. And as this is a ſubject the maſt intere ſling 
and i important, ſo would we wiſh to follow the fervent prayers 


rious and diligent attention to it. 


"the effects of which ſome of you now feel in your commercial 
_conneftioris,, and which we fear will be yet more ſeverely felt 
by | this nation. And as the ſword is drawn in the widll 

"riſing colony, where the flames of a civil war ſeem to be kind - 
2 we muſt be dead to all the feelings of humanity, were we 


_._———— Tor thoſe who are involved in ſuch dreadful calami- 
tiles; and we muſt at the ſame time be ſlu pid indeed, were we 
to be — with uch a1 Al inten of of the * of 
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4 Bufzx uf, Catne, Soubury, 'Horſly, Cheltenham 85. 


Pune, 1775, to the ſeveral Churches me . | 


8 at che cloſe df theſe. annual me it bas JA our 


hriſt, we write to you of the common ſalvation revealed i 


We lament with you the unhappy differences i in America; 


of a 


— Is 


which we have offered to Heaven for you in this aſſembly, with | 
ſuch an addreſs as ſhall be the means of engaging Jo, moſt ſe⸗ 
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God againſt a ſinful people. Vet many are the privileges that 
we enjoy. Amongſt which is the Goſpel of Chriſt ; that is 
yet publiſhed in our ears, and may be juſily eſteemed the 
. lory of our land. And though that full and extenſive 
Aberty of conſcience, which is the undoubted right of every fe- 
rious enquirer after truth, be not legally eſtabliſhed, as we could 
wiſh and have repeatedly ſolieited; yet are we permitted to 
hold our aſſemblies for the public worſhip of God, according to 
the diffates of our conſciences without any interruption; * 
In the poſſeſſion of theſe privileges, we exhort you, brethren, 
diligently to read the holy Scriptures, and to examine what you 
hear from the pulpit, or read from the preſs, by that unerring 
rule of faith and practice: for every ſyſtem of doQtrines, or 
mode of worſhip, which agrees not with this rule, ought to be 
rejected with a ſuitable indignation. Yet ſhould there however, 
at the ſame time be manifelted a ſpirit of meekneſs and benevo- © 
lence towards thoſe who may be miſtaken in their ſentiments, 
even on ſuch as may appear to you intereſting and important 
| ſubjets. As to thoſe particular doctrines of the Goſpel ſub- 
ſcribed to in your annual letters to us, we take this opportunity 
of telling you that we have ſome of us after many years ſtudy- 
ing the Scriptures, an encreaſing conviction of the truth and 
importance of them. And with an experience of their influence 
on the conſcience, we hope we ſhall preach them to you, whilſt 
we have the honor to be employed in this important ſervice. 
It is our earneſt prayer that you may clearly ſee, firmly be- 
lieve, cordially* embrace, and ſteadily profeſs, with an encreaſ- 
ing experience of their power, thoſe doctrines, the natural ten- 
dency of which is to exalt the glory of divine grace, abaſe the 
creature, exclude boaſting, promote holineſs, adminiſter conſo- 
lation to believers, and encourage them, in the way of duty, 
. to he looking for glory, immortality and eternal life through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. For then are ye our glory and joy, if 
ye ſtand faſt in the profeſſion ye have made, and maintain 
firmly your confidence unto the end. the 
As true religion conſiſts not in the bare aſſent of the mind to 
the truth of any ſyſtem of principles, however excellent in their 
nature, but includes in it the love of the truth, an experience 
of its power, and a chearful obedience to the commands of 
Chriſt, may you never be under the ſad deception, which we 
fear attends many who dare to ſeparate the offices of our bleſſed 
Redeemer. For ſuch, whilſt they receive and acknowledge him 
as a Prieſt, talk of his atoning ſacrifice, the perfection of his 
righteouſneſs, and prevalence of his e way nevertheleſs 
rejeR and deſpiſe his authority as a King, pay no regard to his 
ordinances, being careleſs of walking as he has commanded his 


; F diſciples. 


—— 


diſciples. One would think that they had never r ead, Her eby 


due do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments, | 


In the neglect of which, however orthodox may be our notions, 
however pompous our verbal "vip of love, and with 
whatever lente of pretended eſteem we may cry hail, maſter 
we are in reality his enemies, and may juſtly expett to be found 
amongſt thoſe at the great day, who openly declared, We will 
not have this man to reign over us. | | 
Bleſſed be God, that ſome in the year paſt have been, we. 
truſt, conſtrained by the power of divine grace to follow our 
| Redeemer, eſteeming it no leſs their privilege than duty to have 
a name and a place in his church, You, nodoubt, ee 
wiſh with us that many who are contented with barely attending 
on the public miniſtry of the Goſpel, whilſt they refuſe to be 
ſubjeft to Chriſt in the ordinances of his houſe, would think 
more ſeriouſly, than we apprehend they have yet thought, on 
the impropriety of their conduct. For either the fellowſhip of 
believers in a Chriſtian church is incumbent on all, or only ſome 
of the diſciples of Chriſt : if incumbent only on ſome, then let 
thoſe. who. live in the negle& of this inſtitution, and yet would 
think it uncharitable in any who ſhould ſuggeſt they are unbe- 
lievers, ſeek for ſome expreſs declaration in the New Teſtament, 
by which they are excuſed. Bur if no ſuch declaration can be 
found, and if the ordinances of Chriſt are enjoined on all who 
would be his diſciples, then let them not deceive themſelves, 
conclude they love Chriſt, and hope to be found in him, whilſt 
it is evident in their conduct, they love not, or at leaſt prefer 
ſomething to the authority of our Redeemer. To make haſte 
and delay not to keep the commandments of Chriſt is one of the 
beſt rr e of our love to him. For as it is the genuine in- 
fluence of divine grace in the heart to enquire, Lord, what wilt 
thou have me do? So alſo to yield a chearful obedience, when 
an anſwer to ſuch a requeſt is returned, ſounding in our ears 
from the word of God and the voice of conſcience, is an evi- 
dence of the ſincerity of the heart in preſenting the enquiry, 
And as the communion of ſaints is appointed by God to an- 
ſwer valuable purpoſes, not only to the church in general, but 
to every e 2 in particular, fo would we preſs on you thoſe 
duties which are calculated to promote that valuable and impor- 
tant end, For this purpoſe, therefore, cultivate an acquain- 
tance with one another, freely converle together on what relates 
to the intereſts of your ſouls—unite in a ſteady attendance on 
the public worſhip of God—pray with and for one another— | 
keep the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace - build up 
| yourſelves in your moſt holy faith rive together for the fait] 
of te Gofpel—exerciſe charity, patience, meekneſs, mutual 
bd 


forgiveneſs 
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forgiveneſs—endeavor to excel in every ſocial and Chriſtian 
virtue; and thus fulfil the Jaw of Chriſt. Be ye as the Salt of 
the earth, and let the love of Chrift conſtrain you. | 
8 we are to have any occaſion to ſay 1 are ſome 
N they have given up themſelves to the church and 
engaged to walk with their brethren in the ordinances of Chriſt, 
are yet very unſteady in their conduR, and careleſs of filling up 
their places in the Hated aſſemblies of the community to 1 03 
F they 5 Such unſettled hearers, as a ſerious writer has 
© juſtly obſerved, ſeldom thnve ; © they uſually grow wiſe in 
their own conceit, have their heads filled: with notions, acquire 
a dry critical and cenſorious ſpirit, and are more intent upon 
diſputing who is the beſt preacher, than upon obtaining benefit 
| to themſelves from what they hear. They make tlemſelves, 
| not the Scriptures the flandard of their judgment, They attend 
not ſo much to be inſtructed, as to paſs their ſentence. To 
; them the pulpit is the bay at which the miniſter lands to take 
| His trial before them; a bar at which few eſcape cenſure from 
| judges at once ſo ſevere and inconſiſlent: for theſe cenſors are 
not all of a mind, and agree in noching, ſo much as in the opi- 
0 nion they have of their own wiſdom.” They indeed ſeem to 
be inſenſible, however, if they are aware of it they care not, 
} how they weaken the hands and diſcourage the hearts of their 
* « miniſters; who, whilſt they faithfully execute the truſt repoſed 
in them, are entitled to the aſſiſtance of the people of their care. 
Though ſome in the church my not be able to communicate of 
their temporal things towards the ſupport of their miniſter, yet 
may they be uſeful in their prayers and by their good example; 
to refuſe which aſſiſtance is to manifeſt a diſreſpect both to their N 
miniſter and the church to which they belong, an example ſo 
pernicious in its tendency, that, if univerſally followed, it muſt 
defeat the grand ſes of Chriſtian communion, _ © I 
_ Whilſt you Nleadily attend to external duties of religion, be 
it your concern to experience the power of it on your hearts, 
to grow in grace, and preſs forwards in your Chriſtian race. 
And we caution you againſt the love of this world, the vari- 
ous amuſements and ions of life, evil company and vain 
Sev AGES . - . 4 
converſation, as things which tend to obſtrutt you in this noble 
urſuit. Guard againſt a ſtiffneſs and preciſeneſs which may 
ve an appearance of a Phariſaical 4 pada rug at the ſame 
time be not aſhamed of a ſingularity, by which your love to 
Chat and abhorrence of fin may be manifeſt wherever you are. 
As what relates to the-intereſt of our ſouls demands our moſt 
erious attention, and as a deception in this affair is the moſt 
fatal of any that can poſſibly attend us, ſo would we remind 
you of many things, in which we are liable to be 9 
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Be careful therefore that you miſtake not knowledge in the head 
for grace in the heart. With the former a man will be proud, 
elated with an high opinion of himſelf and deſpiſe others; but 
with the latter he wil be meek and humble, diſpoſed to eſteem _ 
others better than himſelf —Keep in mind the difference be- 
tween huftorical and ſaving faith. With one a man may aſſent 
to the truth revealed, as did Simon the forcerer, without an; 
change in his heart, or reformation of his life: but with the 
other he will love the truth, truſt in Chriſt, and yield a chear- 
ful obedience to him—Diſtinguiſh between legal and evangelical 

' repentance. Under the influence of that a man's eyes are fixed 
on the guilt of fin and the puniſhment due to it: but under the 
influence of tas he is affected with a ſenſe of the evil of fin, and 

prays to be cleanſed from it Be not deceived with a vain ex- 
eftation of being ſaved. from a general notion of mercy, in- 
ſtead of a well grounded hope on the word of God. With the 
ene we may pleaſe ourſelves with a confidence of falvation, 
whilſt unacquainted with the mortification of fin ; but with the 
ether our corruptions will be ſubdued, our conduct holy, and 
our obedience chearful—Take not an external e of 
humility for that which is real. Much pride may be concealed 
in the 5 as the moſt humiliating expreſſions in which ſome 
ſpeak of themſelves may be deſigned to excite the eſteem of 
others: but if your depreciating language, when ſpeaking of 
yourſelves, be the faithful index of your hearts, you will not 
be offended with thoſe who ſhall declare to your faces their ſen- 
timents of you in the ſame words you make uſe of yourſelves— 
Remember alfothere is a material difference between a ſtupidity 
of mind, and peace of conſcience ariſing from a diſcovery of 
pardoning grace. One can only be 1mputed to ignorance ald 
the want of a ſenſe of the evil of fin: the other is ever at- 
tended with the fulleſt conviction of our wretchedneſs and mi- 
ſery as ſinners 3 whilſt the conſcience is relieved by a diſcovery 
of the grace of God in Chriſt, the efficacy of his ſacrifice, and 
application of it by the Holy Spirit. Nor ever imagine that 
2n encregſe of gifts is growth in grace: for there may be light 

in the head without love in the heart, And if this be wanting, 

we are, you know, in the judgment of an . Apoſtle, 
whatever be our profeſſion, our knowledge, and abilities, but 
es founding brafs or a tinkling cymbal—B eſſed with the diſco- 
ries of divine grace in your hearts, beware of ſpiritual pride, 
7s Fas as hateful in its appearance as it is injurious in its in- 
uence. 0 | 
Since the molt excellent and important dottrines may be 
abuſed, you will not, we truſt brethren, think it unſeaſonable to 
be reminded, and we would ourſelves alſo ever remember, 15 
| 7 | 5 | the 
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che freeneſs of divine grace whilſt it encourages the hope of A 
convinced, humbled and N ſinner, gives no encourage- 
ment to ſin, Nor does the efficacy of our Redeemer's ſacri- 


ice excuſe us from an ar, ag, to yield a chearful obedience 


to the will of God, The hberty of adoption is no liberty to 


| fin; but a deliverance from its power, and liberty of acceſs unto 


God. And whilſt the immutable love of God, in which is 


contained an aſſurance of the final perſeverance of the ſaints, 
may be conſidered as an encouraging truth, including in it the 


. ſecurity of glory to the believer, let us not forget that it in- 


cludes alſo a perſeverance in holineſs ; without which we are 
aſſured that no man ſhall ever ſee the Lord, Reſt not, there- 
fore, in a form of religion only; nor ever ſeek to denve en- 
couragement from palt diſcoveries of divine grace, whilſt you 
allow yourſelves in the neglect of any duty. © Our buſineſs is to 
preſs forwards, brethren, and diligently work out our ſalvation. 


Neglect not then any of the duties of religion; nor indulge to a 


. trifling diſpoſition, of mind in the performance of them. Be- 


ware of covetouſneſs; for it produced Achan's deſtruction, it 
was the occaſion of Demas's apoſtacy, and is pronounced in 
Scripture to be Idolatry. Ca both the pleaſures and 
anxieties of this life; for they are both of them injurious and 


2 dangerous. 


Frequently contemplate the glories of redeeming grace, the 
glorious appearing of the great God and our Savior fel Chniſt : 


for, with our eyes fixed on this period, we ſhall rife ſuperior 


to the troubles of life and deſpiſe the glory of this world. The 

end of all things, remember, draweth near; and conſequently 

the end of all your labors, your conflicts, your trials, your ſor- 

rows, your diſtreſs : yea your gar: gs ſalvation is approaching. 

Lift up therefore your heads wit 

are watching and waiting for the coming of their Lord. | 
To proclaim the richneſs and freeneſs of divine grace, for 


'the encouragement and comfort of all thofe who believe and 


obey the Goſpel, 1s- a delightful part of our fervice. But, to 
be clear from the blood of thoſe who periſh, we are obliged to 
warn every man; and whilſt we warn you, brethren, * many 
things which may be injurious to your ſouls, and retard you in 
the Chriſtian race, we warn likewiſe the profane, the deſpiſers 
of that which is good, thoughtleſs and ſecure finners, in their 
own imaginations, of their 10 5 and unpending miſery. We 
warn alſo the careleſs and indolent profeſſor ; we warn the hy- 
pocrites in Zion. And we give all warning of the approaching 
day, when we with an aſſembled world muſt ſtand before the 
Ard as we have joined here in preſenting our petitions to t 
5 5 throne 


4 judgnent ſeat of Chriſt, where we hope to meet you with Joy 
I e 


joy 7 and be like thoſe who © 
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chrone of grace; ſo may we join with the bleſſed aſſembly 
above, in ſongs of praiſe unto him who hath loved us and 
waſhed us from our ſins in his own blood, To whom be praiſe 
and glory for ever and ever, Amen, 


Signed, on behalf f 
the 2 by t 
Moderator. | 
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TUESDAY afternoon three o'clock, the miniſters and meſ- 
ſengers being met, the aſſociation was opened in prayer by 
brother Clark, brother C. Evans, was choſen moderator, the 
letters from the Churches were read, minutes taken, brother 
Newton deſired to dra up the General Letter, and the meeting 
cloſed in prayer by our brother Sotteridge. At ſeven in the 
evening met again, when brother Rowles engaged in prayer, 
and brother Francis preached from Phil. i. 27. Striving together 
for the faith of the Gofpel, —Wedneſday morning met at fix 
o'clock to improve time in prayer. Our brethren, Ferrabee, 
Burchell, S. Evan, and Pitts, engaged. The General Letter 
was then read, approved and ſigned, ſeveral matters conſidered, 
- and the meeting cloſed in prayer by our brother 1 . 


ten o'clock the N meeting began, when our brethren 


Sprague and Ringdon, engaged in pray er, our brother C. Evans | 


preached from Matthew v. 19. Ye are the ſalt of the earth ; 
and our brother H. Evans, concluded in prayer.—At three 
o'clock in the afternoon met again, when our brethren Newton 
and 7. Gillard, engaged in prayer, brother Day preached from 
2 Cor. v. 14. The love of Chrift conſtraineth us, and brother 
Tommas concluded in prayer. The miniſters and meſſengers 
chen attended to ſeveral things which required their conſidera- 
tion, after which the aſſociation was cloſed in prayer by the mo- 
derator.— It was unanimouſly agreed, e 
1. To recommend it to all the Churches in this connettion, 
to obſerve a ſolemn day of humiliation and prayer. particularly 
on account of the preſent unhappy ſituation of affairs with re- 
ſpect to America, in the ſecond week in Auguſt, and other days 
of the ſame nature, as may be moſt convenient ta the reſpective 
Churches. 5 „ 
2. To patronize and encourage the ſpread of Dr. Stennett's 
molt excellent anſwer to Mr. Addington on the ſubject of Bap 
 tiſin : and the tranſlation of Monſ. Saurin's,maſterly Diſcourles 
by the Rev. Mr. Robinſon, of Cambridge. Subſcriptions for 
the latter are received by the Baptiſt Mimmiſſers in Briſtol; the 


former 


former may be had of Mr. Buckland or Mr. Keith in Lo . 
The Subſcription for Saurin is One Guinea. 


* 


3. Io do all we can to encourage the eſtabliſhment of an 
Ass ociATrIox Fuxp, according to the letter lately circulated. 
JJ © cope Bede oY i I 
4. To appoint our brethren Meſſrs. H. Evans, J. Tommas, 
C. Evans, and 7. Newton, truſtees of the faid intended fund, 
to either of whom thoſe Churches or liberal individuals who. 
may be diſpoſed to favor the undertaking, are delired to tranſ- 
mit their contributions, - _ | „ Fe es 
5+ That it is expected that all thoſe Churches who may hope 
| for any aſſiſtance from this fund, contribute ſomething towards 
| 6. Earneſly to encourage parents and miniſters to catechiſe 
e jj ON Tan” 
„ 7. To hold the next aſſociation at Kingſbridge, Devon, the 
Wedneſday and Thurſday in the Whitſun-week, our brethren 
| Meſſrs. Kingdon and S. Dunſcombe to preach the ſermons, and 
| in caſe of failure of either, our brother John Gillard. The 
aſſociation to begin on the Wedneſday, at three o'clock in the 
— 888 8 T0 
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In the aſſociated Churches the laſt year, there were, IE 


Baptized „„ | 
1 Received by letter „ 
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E The Baptiſt Catechiſm, printed very neatly and on a 
mne paper, 4 be had of M. Ward, printer, Corn. ſtreet, 
Bristol, with the Scripture Proofs, at 158. per hundred, ang 
1 ü without at 78. 6d. 27 AP 2 © | | 


